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Over 8 billion people call this 
planet home; of those, almost 3 
billion people claim to be Christian. 
So, I wonder, what makes these 3 
billion people—you and I 
included—different from the other 
5 billion people with whom we live, 
work, or go to school? The plainest 
difference is in our name. We bear 
Christ’s name and His likeness. 
Christians, the name first given to 
Jesus’ followers in Antioch (cf. Acts 
11:26), differentiates us from the 
rest of the world as followers of 
Christ, “little Christs” in the world. 
 

It is not just our name that makes 
us different; it is our actions. As the 
old song goes, “They’ll know we 
are Christians by our love.” And we 
show this love through acts of 
service for others. This service, 
offered with no expectation of 
compensation, reflects the servant 
heart (Philippians 2:7) of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. He “came not to 
be served but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for 
many” (Matthew 20:28). This 
ultimate act of loving service 
provided for our greatest need, the 
forgiveness of sins. It gave us the 
greatest gift, eternal life through 
faith in Him. 
 

Jesus’ life and ministry were 
greatly anticipated, yet 
unexpected. Christ dwelt among us 
as a servant. He gave up His 
power and became powerless. He 

gave up His life so we could live. 
He did things differently, and as 
those who bear His name, so do 
we! Christ dwells in us, and His 
Spirit calls us to a life of difference, 
not to seek power and prestige but 
to humbly serve others in love. As 
your pastor, and more importantly, 
as your brother in Christ, I rejoice 
that you have answered this call to 
Christian love and service! 
 

You joyfully give your talents to 
serve Christ’s church. Those who 
beautify our worship through music 
fill our balcony. Over a dozen 
teens and adults teach in our 
Sunday school each week. Others 
supervise and mentor our youth. 
You lead Bible studies on the 
weekend and on weekdays, 
discussing your faith and praying 
for one another. 
 

You selflessly give your time. Your 
hands served well over a thousand 
meals this year between the 
Sausage Supper, Family Meal in 
February, Advent & Lenten meals, 
and at my ordination and Pastor 
Hoehner’s 20

th
 anniversary 

celebrations this summer. Some of 
you lead on our Executive Council 
or Board of Elders, while others 
contribute to our ministry councils. 
Many others volunteer in the 
church office, preschool, or at 
church events. This summer, over 
30 teens and adults assisted with 
Vacation Bible School.   

 

But you don’t just serve within the 
church; you also serve our 
community! We sent eleven of you 
to Indiana on a youth servant 
event and six more overseas to 
proclaim the Gospel in Poland. We 
regularly staff the O.A.S.I.S. Food 
Pantry and collect donations 
weekly for them. We participated 
alongside L.E.R.T. to frame, 
insulate, and hang drywall in 
nearly 100 homes after the 
flooding last summer. On Rally 
Day Sunday (August 20), we will 
prepare 16,000 meals for delivery 
following natural disasters across 
the globe.  
 

You are Christians. You bear 
Christ’s name, and He dwells 
within you. Consequently, you are 
different. And this difference is 
significant! Saint Matthew says it 
this way. “Let your light shine 
before others, so that they may 
see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in 
heaven” (Matthew 5:16). 
 

Let us not hide from this 
difference. Instead, let us 
recognize and celebrate it! Let us 
not grow weary of doing good. 
Rather, let us humble ourselves to 
lives of selfless service! Let us live 
in a way that makes our difference 
evident and shines the light of 
Christ in this dark world. May our 
difference lead others to glorify 
God the Father in heaven, now 

 

 



 

Our Contact Information 
 

Chapel of the Cross Lutheran Church  Office: 636.928.5885 

907 Jungermann Rd     office@chapelofthecrosslutheran.org 

St Peters, MO 63376     Office Hours: Monday—Friday 

chapelofthecrosslutheran.org    9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

 

Pastors:      Youth and Family Life Director: 

 Rev. Dr. Mark Hoehner      636.577.4144  Josh Eckstein DCE        636.928.5885 

 mark.hoehner@chapelofthecrosslutheran.org  joshua.eckstein@chapelofthecrosslutheran.org 

 

 Rev. James Uglum       636.577.7539 Office Manager: 

 james.uglum@chapelofthecrosslutheran.org  Beverly Piehl        636.387.3757 

        bev.piehl@chapelofthecrosslutheran.org 

  

Rev. Andrew Nelson        636.577.9888 Preschool Director: 

 andrew.nelson@chapelofthecrosslutheran.org  Erin Hoehner         636.541.0777 

        erin.hoehner@chapelofthecrosslutheran.org 

Chapel of the Cross 

Lutheran Church 

 
As the family at Chapel of the Cross,  

our mission is to  
SHARE the Gospel,  

SEEK the Lost,  
STUDY God’s Word, and  

STRENGTHEN One Another. 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Letter from Pastor Nelson ....................... 1 

Table of Contents .................................... 2 

Contact Information ................................. 2 

Adult Bible Studies .................................. 3 

Poland Trip 2024 ..................................... 4 

Thrivent Choice Dollars ........................... 4 

Adult Men and Women Bible Study ......... 4 

Community Groups ................................. 5 

Preschool Update .................................... 6 

Milestone Ministry ................................... 7 

Youth Events ........................................... 8-9 

Emergency Weather Homeless Shelters . 10 

Music at CotC.......................................... 11 

Eyeglasses Collection ............................. 11 

Midweek Lenten Services ........................ 12 

LWML News ............................................ 13 

Girlfriend Gathering 2024 ........................ 14-15 

Pastor Clausing Update ........................... 16-17 

Beckendorf Update .................................. 18 

Gillard Update ......................................... 19 

Voters Meeting ........................................ 20 

Elders ...................................................... 20 

“Just as… I AM”  LFL ............................... 21 

February Birthdays & Anniversaries ........ 22 

March Birthdays and Anniversaries ......... 23 

 

Worship Times: Sundays at 8:00am & 10:15am 
  Sunday School & Adult Bible Classes at 9:15am 
  Mondays at 7:00pm 
  Wednesdays at 11:00am 



 

ADULT BIBLE STUDIES 

Men’s Ministry Bible Class  
Returns on September 9th  
Second & Fourth Saturdays   
7:30–9:00 a.m. (Room 224)  
 
Women’s Ministry Bible Study  
Returns on September 5th  
“A Better King, Servant, Conqueror: 
The Book of Isaiah” 
Tuesdays in Room 224 from 9:30-11:00am or 
from 7:00pm-8:30pm.   
(see page 4) 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Classes 
Starting August 27

th
. 

 “Prophets Vs. Kings” with Pastor Mark in 
Sanctuary. (see below) 

Available via Livestream or anytime OnDemand. 
 
 “Reading the Church’s Mail” with Pastor 

Nelson in Room 224. 
 
Men’s Tuesday Bible Study  
Returns on September 5th  
“A Better King, Servant, Conqueror: The Book of Isaiah”    
9:30am-11:00am in the Sanctuary 

Prophets Vs. Kings 

Come find out why Pastor Hoehner didn’t want to 
name Asher Josiah after they had already named 
their first two sons Micah and Isaiah. No, seriously, 
come and learn why God had to raise up prophets to 
guide and sometimes to even oppose His anointed 
Kings who turned away from His Word and Promise. 
What can we learn from how God’s prophets speak 
and how they act. Were times back then really that 
much different from our times? Come and find out.  

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Summer Bible Classes conclude on August 13 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Fall Bible Classes begin on August 27 

Reading the Church’s Mail:  
An Overview of Paul’s New Testament Theology 
St. Paul wrote many letters to churches throughout his 
ministry, and 13 of them have been preserved and 
included in our New Testament. In each of these 
letters, The Holy Spirit inspired Paul to deliver a “word 
on target” to God’s people. Each week we will discuss 
the reason for Paul’s letter as well as the original 
recipients. Using key passages, we’ll discover each 
book’s major themes, Paul’s delivery of Law and 
Gospel, and his hoped-for response from hearers as 
well as application for your Christian life today. 
Participants are invited to read through all of these 
letters using the provided 60-day Bible reading plan. 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Lunch Out!  Our Lunch Out in June was at Old 
Hickory Golf Club in St Peters. There were great 
friends, great food and awesome fellowship! 
 
 
LWML 40th Biennial 

National Convention 

June 22-25, 2023 

Milwaukee, WI 

 
 
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
celebrated their 40th Biennial Convention. 
Sue Hoehner Paulette Allwardt, and Mikayla 
Lowe (Young Women’s Rep.) attended the 
convention from Chapel of the Cross. 
 
The Rev. Dr. Dwayne Lueck, LCMS North 
Wisconsin District President was the 
proclaimer for Thursday’s Opening Service. 
His inspiring message entitled “Chosen to 
proclaim the Good News!” was based on the 
convention theme Bible Verse: Blessed is 
the nation whose God is the Lord, the 
people he has chose as his heritage! The 
Lord looks down from heaven; he sees all 
the children of man (Psalm 33:12-13) 
 
Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz, Executive Director 
of the Lutheran Center for Religious 
Liberties was the keynote speaker on 
Friday. He urges, “LWML-ESTHERS, RISE 
TO ACTION! YOUR CULTURE, YOUR 
CHURCH, YOUR FAMILY NEEDS YOU TO 

Chapel  members don’t forget to save your coins for the 
LWML Mite Box. The LWML uses your “mites” for 
missions! The Drop box for your coin is located in the 
Narthex. 

 
The Missouri August 2023 Mission Grant is $10,000 to 
Open Arms Early Child Development Center in Ozark, 
MO.  The grant is for financial assistance to help pay 
childcare costs of needy families who could not afford them 
on their own. 

BE FAITHFUL TO CHRIST MORE THAN 
EVER!” 
 
The new 2023-2025 LWML Mission Goal is 
$2,350,000. The first convention offering 
was $54,922 and given toward the new 
mission goal of 2023-2025. 
 
Many speakers, many missionaries, many 
servant events, much singing, many new 
friends, much fun! Eden Keefe of Overland 
Park, Kansas was elected as national LWML 
President. Check out the new mission 
grants, videos of the convention and mail 
Chronicles at www.lwml.org 2023 
convention. 
 
After taking a couple of months off, Chapel 
Circle is having their first gathering 
September 19th, 2023 in Room 224 at 
noon! All ladies are invited to attend! We 
would love to have you join us! Any 
questions, you may call President, Sue 
Hoehner 636-362-2284. 
 
Mites Don’t forget your mites!! The large mite 
box is in the narthex on the counter. LWML uses 
the mites for the mission grants. Some mites pay 
for Church Worker Grants. Chapel of the Cross 
has had several members receive these funds!  

LWML - Chapel Circle News 

LWML Mission Statement 
 

As Lutheran Women In Mission,  
we joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions,  

and equip women to honor God by serving others. 

 

http://www.lwml.org


 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Voters’ Meeting on Sunday, February 25th following the 

10:15am service. 

 

ELDERS  
Name Email Phone 

Matthew Crutchfield matthew.crutchfield@gmail.com 636.575.3285 

Andrew Dickerson andrewdickerson@charter.net 314.229.8094 

Terry Eaker teaker1973@gmail.com 636.448.1189 

Wyatt Gross wyattgrossgm@gmail.com 636.459.5496 

Dan Heidelmeyer dheidel@live.com 314.623.0745 

Mike Laskowsky Michael.laskowsky@gmail.com 636.541.9181 

Wade McKee wademckee@yahoo.com 636.352.6259 

Jim Rellmann jas.rellman@sbcglobal.net 636.697.5327 

Dave Riedemann riedemann5@charter.net 636.373.2034 

Austin Seifert Austin.seifert@gmail.com 636.577.5151 

Doug Seifert seifert53@aol.com 314.402.9884 

Doug White dj1white87@gmail.com 314.541.8500 

Dan Wiederkehr jdwiederkehr@gmail.com 815.218.3605 



 

Just as... I AM 

by Pastor Michael Salemink 

My little brother fell into a cactus as a child. 

The neighbors had a couple planted among the decorative stones behind their house. He was 
toddling on their deck next to the landscaping. Bent over to retrieve a toy and tumbled right off. 
Came up with two-inch spines sticking out of his arms and trunk. Started walking toward me like 
nothing happened. 

Naturally I freaked. What kind of undead monster had he 
become? 

Screamed and ran back next door to get a parent. Returned to 
find him crying, not from pain but because I had frightened 
him. Neither the drama nor the danger deterred Dad. Kid 
obviously needed a hug. Father scooped him up and held him 
close—prickles and all. (Then of course whisked him away to 
the emergency room. They extracted every barb-ended 
needle one by one and prescribed a precautionary antibiotic. 
Crisis averted.) 

Sinful selfishness leaves humankind needing a hug. We clearly make quite a mess of ourselves. 
That includes all of us, no decisive difference from embryo or aged. 

Still, it doesn’t scare away our sanctity-of-life God. He hasn’t forgotten becoming like us Himself. 
Thorns poked, straps pierced, nails punctured, spear impaled. Embracing such as you and me 
disfigured Him, but He wouldn’t have it any other way. He’s made Himself just like us to draw us 
near. In resurrection He remembers all the more His image imprinted within our kind. 

“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10). 

Forgiving grace takes us as we are and calls us just. Just—righteous, holy, and honorable the way 
He is. Our Heavenly Father lends His identity and rights to every human being alive at all. Whatever 
age, appearance, or ability, I am as much as He is. I am because He is, and so are you, and so are 
they. 

Just as … I AM. 



 

February 

Mary Beth Granger,  02-01 
Carson Stroup,  02-01 
Rich Piehl,  02-01 
Jimi Matson,  02-02 
Bob Wold,  02-03 
Julie Harms,  02-03 
Brandon Schwarzen,  02-03 
Adley Nelson,  02-04 
Suzie Mathis,  02-04 
Abbey Kister,  02-04 
Linda Umbertino,  02-04 
Kevin Sayers,  02-05 
Brian Thomas,  02-05 
Sharon Hudzinski,  02-05 
Emma Bast,  02-06 
Christina Hummer,  02-06 
Erin Schlottach,  02-07 
Dale Obermoeller,  02-07 
Nolan Day,  02-08 
Justin Ohmie,  02-08 
Ed Leppert,  02-08 
Pat Cranmer,  02-09 
Beau Herman,  02-09 
Nicole Grate,  02-09 
Tim Scheer,  02-10 
Debra Rodriguez,  02-11 
Katy Goltz,  02-11 
Caileigh Wegener,  02-11 
Juanita Jones,  02-11 
August Lansche,  02-11 
Eunice Aubuchon,  02-12 

Amanzhol Kashenov,  02-12 
Sherry Buddemeyer,  02-12 
Eliot Hummer,  02-12 
Alexis Kagley,  02-12 
Clarice Sage,  02-13 
Beth Standiford,  02-13 
Eric Nold,  02-13 
Katey Higgins,  02-14 
Sara Miller,  02-14 
Maryclaire Mason,  02-15 
Stephanie Seifert,  02-15 
Beverly Cossey,  02-16 
Tracey Sherman,  02-16 
Wesley Harms,  02-16 
Greg Walgate,  02-17 
Cindy Connoley,  02-18 
David Buenger,  02-18 
Mel Jones,  02-18 
Cynthia Lawrence,  02-18 
Margaret Schulz,  02-18 
Heather Schoppenhorst, 02-19 
Lance Mueller,  02-19 
Maeve Pircher,  02-19 
Caitlyn Wegener,  02-19 
Bob Keubler,  02-20 
Diane Broste,  02-20 
Stephanie Linde,  02-20 
Austin Post,  02-20 
Jennifer Ratliff,  02-20 
Phil Clayton,  02-21 
Doris Dowdall,  02-22 

Grant Veit,  02-22 
James Hearty,  02-22 
Holly Stansberry,  02-23 
Madison Bradley,  02-23 
Kristi Poock,  02-23 
Debbie Haferkamp,  02-24 
Keith Landers,  02-24 
Barb Spangenberg,  02-25 
Cynthia Harris,  02-25 
Matthew Middendorf,  02-25 
Janet Minasian,  02-26 
Mark Linneman,  02-26 
Hannah Maier,  02-26 
Charles Stansberry,  02-27 
Wes Young,  02-27 
Pat Middendorf,  02-27 
Marilyn Collins,  02-28 
Les Findeiss,  02-28 

Jamie and Sandra Dennis,  02-04 
Jim and Rita Hermann,  02-04 
Roy and Marlene Singleton,  02-06 
Marty and Sherry Wittmus, 02-11 
Mel and Steven Jones 02-14 
Terry and Connie Johnson,  02-14 
Paul and Debbie Stromberg,  02-16 
Cornel and Margo Savala,  02-16 
Paul and Beth Standiford,  02-17 
Sharon and Steve Hudzinski,  02-21 
Jason and Heather Schoppenhorst,  02-22 
Stephanie and Steve Linde,  02-27 



 

Kevin and Diane Harms,  03-03 
Brian and Jill Rensing,  03-04 
Jay and Darla Hollowood,  03-06 
Austin and Stephanie Seifert,  03-07 
Jerry and Lori Bravi,  03-08 
Dwight and Carol Puntigan,  03-09 
Brian and Mackenzie Thomas,  03-13 
Amy and John Brake,  03-14 
John and Joyce Hume,  03-14 
Don and Kathy Randolph,  03-17 
Bill and Peggy Clemens,  03-17 
Joe and Patty Ostermeyer,  03-18 

March 

Roger Dunajcik,  03-01 
Maximos Hasson,  03-01 
Kevin Schleicher,  03-01 
Sandra Sellini,  03-02 
Chris Obernuefemann,  03-02 
Jon Allmon,  03-02 
Jeffrey Roach,  03-02 
Maxine Dierkes,  03-03 
Sharon Thomas, 03-03 
Jason Ratliff,  03-03 
Caitlin Middendorf,  03-03 
Kendra Whittle,  03-03 
Ron Hoormann,  03-04 
Mike Fujinaka,  03-04 
Al Clark,  03-04 
Greg Aubuchon,  03-04 
Bob Cason,  03-05 
Jacquie VanGilder,  03-06 
Emmanuel Clausing,  03-06 
Kyle Krull,  03-07 
Debbie Finder,  03-07 
Gary Mantei,  03-08 
Kim Jones,  03-08 
Abigail Ratliff,  03-08 
Owen Hasson,  03-08 
Melissa Kroehnke,  03-08 
Pam Bradley,  03-08 
Jennifer Logan,  03-08 
Brian Todd,  03-09 
Theodore Boswell,  03-09 
Kevin Tschannen,  03-09 
Lindsay Neu,  03-10 
Daniel Moellering,  03-11 
Lois Deaver,  03-11 
Lydia Harms,  03-11 
Frieda Clark,  03-11 
Emma Schmidt,  03-11 
Anita Frank,  03-12 
DeeDee Brommelhorst,  03-12 
Patty Ostermeyer,  03-12 
Tyler Sage,  03-13 

Lindsay Frank,  03-13 
Bradley Harms,  03-14 
Pauline Kibler,  03-14 
Carol Puntigan,  03-14 
Jayson Sayers,  03-14 
Pat Hoormann,  03-15 
Sandi Matson,  03-15 
Lisa Keubler,  03-15 
Heather DuFour,  03-15 
Dan Heidelmeyer,  03-15 
Jeff Cowan,  03-16 
Thomas Clayton,  03-16 
Estella Bennett,  03-16 
Jaiden Umbertino,  03-17 
Analiesa Hollowood,  03-17 
Jim Holm,  03-17 
Jennifer Pelley,  03-17 
Alexis Floyd,  03-18 
Pierce Fox,  03-18 
Mark Kamphoefner,  03-18 
Myles Markus,  03-18 
Greg Stansberry,  03-18 
Carol Sayers,  03-19 
Kristin Mueller,  03-19 
Daniel Schmidt,  03-20 
Amy Spiess,  03-21 
Nora Frank,  03-21 
Art Baranovic,  03-22 
Pearl Vogelsang,  03-22 
Melanie Kozel,  03-22 
Barry Fehl,  03-23 
Kim Woodworth,  03-24 
Leon Heitgerd,  03-24 
Carolyn Miller,  03-24 
Gwen Leadbetter,  03-24 
Warren Evans,  03-25 
Lauren Kemper,  03-25 
William Doctorman,  03-25 
Debbie Stromberg,  03-26 

Mike and Nicole Laskowsky,  03-19 
Samantha and Billy Wilson,  03-21 
Mike and Ruth Conant,  03-23 
Wyatt and Kristen Gross,  03-25 
Roy and Carole Schoenholtz,  03-28 
Hunter and Amanda Lansche,  03-28 
Jay and Juanita Jones,  03-29 
Ryan and Megan Kemper,  03-30 
Brian and Karen Stricklett,  03-30 
John and Kim Harnagel,  03-31 
George and Mary Marcher,  03-31 

Andrew Riedemann,  03-27 
Evan Brown,  03-27 
Carolyn Fitch,  03-28 
Cris D'Angelo,  03-28 
Emma Day,  03-28 
Donovan Leiker,  03-29 
Michelle Brinkmeier,  03-29 
Colton Schoppenhorst,  03-29 
Shawn Urban,  03-30 
Gary Henricks,  03-30 
Sandy Dunajcik,  03-31 
Bill Rhodes,  03-31 
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